MSN1043X Academic Writing
Topic 6 – Ethics and Integrity in Special Needs Writing

Task Overview
Ethical and responsible writing is essential in special education research. Researchers must communicate respectfully, accurately, and professionally when discussing vulnerable populations, educational challenges, and research findings.
In this task, you will analyse and improve an excerpt from a hypothetical special education research paper. You will identify ethical and academic writing issues, revise the paragraph using more appropriate academic language, and reflect on the importance of ethical writing practices in special education contexts.

Instructions
Read the excerpt carefully. The paragraph contains several issues related to ethical and academic writing in special education contexts.

	
Excerpt for Analysis and Revision
Inclusive education can be difficult because many autistic students struggle to adapt to normal classrooms and may experience communication and behavioural challenges. According to Brown (2021), some teachers report that inclusion increases classroom demands and may reduce the attention given to other students. Research has shown that inclusive practices can be challenging in schools with limited support systems and insufficient teacher preparation. Special needs students often require modified teaching approaches and additional support to participate effectively in classroom activities. Teachers should therefore simplify tasks because these learners can become confused when activities are too complicated. Although inclusion has many benefits, some studies suggest that teachers may face difficulties managing diverse learning needs in under-resourced classrooms.




Part A - Guided Ethical Writing Analysis (40 marks)
From the list below, identify and discuss FOUR issues found in the paragraph.
Possible Issues
· Deficit-oriented or insensitive language 
· Overgeneralisation 
· Unsupported claims 
· Inappropriate academic tone 
· Biased or unbalanced presentation 
For each issue:
1. quote the problematic section; 
2. explain why it is problematic; 
3. suggest how the issue could be improved. 
Complete the table below.

	Issue Type
	Problematic Example from the Paragraph
	Why Is This Problematic?
	How Could It Be Improved?

	Example: Overgeneralisation
	“many studies clearly show that inclusion…”
	The statement exaggerates the evidence and does not acknowledge differing findings across contexts.

	Use more cautious and evidence-based language.
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Part B - Revised Paragraph (40 marks)
Rewrite the paragraph so that it demonstrates:
· ethical language use, 
· balanced academic discussion, 
· appropriate scholarly tone, 
· and responsible representation of learners in special education contexts. 
Your revised paragraph should:
· retain the general meaning of the original paragraph; 
· improve clarity and professionalism; 
· use respectful and academically appropriate language; 
· avoid unsupported or overly broad claims. 
Suggested Length
200–300 words

Part C - Reflection on Ethical Academic Writing (20 marks)
Write a short reflection explaining:
· what you learned from revising the paragraph; 
· why ethical language and responsible academic writing are important in special education research; 
· and how this task may help you in your final research paper. 
Suggested Length
150–200 words







